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The application is an online application but it is recommended that you complete the narrative sections of the application off line and cut and paste information into the application from a word document.

Start by downloading the Pre-Application Checklist http://www.toolboxforeducation.com/hta.html
Download a Sample of a Successful Lowes Toolbox for Education Grant Application - http://www.toolboxforeducation.com/resources/Lowes_TBFE_Sample_App_08-09.pdf
Application Overview

Read the pre-application checklist on filling out the required information on your school data.

***Please note that Lowes Toolbox for Education Grant is a grant that is considered a “matching” grant.  It is assumed that you have been doing some fundraising that could pay for part of the grant amount.

Project Name:  Creating a Lowes Playground 

School Display Name:

Grant Contact Information:  Name, phone number, email

Project Short Description:  (50 words)

Creating a “Lowes Playground” will provide research-based nutrition and physical activity programming for __________________ school, where students are over-weight and have limited in-school physical activity choices. We selected USDA’s Eat Smart Play Hard Curriculum (Free) for the nutrition component and Peaceful Playgrounds as the physical activity component.  The program will serve ________ students grades K-8.

Project Budget: (requested Lowes Grant Funds Only)

Eat Smart, Play Hard and Have Fun

	Expense
	Start up
	Program delivery
	Computed subtotal
	Description
	School

Matching
	Total

Lowes Grant

	Painting Supplies

To paint games
	$1000
	
	$1000
	Painter for Painting Peaceful Playgrounds games
	$1000
	

	Equipment/Capital
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Program Materials
	
	3999


	3999


	Purchase of Peaceful Playgrounds Comprehensive Kit

(Program kit, equipment pack, games dvd’s, paint machine,.)

Shipping & tax

Online training
	$399
	$3999

$479.88

	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	$1399
	$4478.88


*( Please note matching funds may not require a 50% match.  Some grant require as little as a 10% match or none at all.) 

Grant Amount from Lowes:  $4478.88

Raised Budget:  

The district has agreed to on-going maintenance and painting upkeep of the playground. We have raised $1,399.  We plan to spend the money for online training and paint supplies.

Budget details:  
Overview of money. We have raised approximately $____$1399__ for this project.  With the grant from Lowes, we will have the necessary funds to complete the project.
Project Schedule: 

Key Program Dates

Planning  - Nov. 2009- March 2010



Purchase Program Kit-May 2010


Paint games-     June- 2010


Press Event- New playground roll-out (Lowes Playground)


Train staff in PP- August 2010


Teach students games-Sept. 2010


Sept. 2010 and beyond: Enjoy physically active kids and an improved school environment.

Youth Participation    Sept. 2010- June 2011

Project Description: 

The mission is to provide a healthy school environment where students have the opportunity to be physically active and to teach them about good nutrition habits/choices. 

Data on our students mirrors the national trend toward overweight children.  The childhood obesity rate in our community is _______.  School data reveals that office referrals for behavior issues have increased by (10%) over the last year.  Additionally, teachers are frustrated with the amount of time they are losing from teaching due to resolving conflicts that spill over from the playground into the classroom.

Our school currently has only 6 activities for students to play at recess. Adding PP will solve both the problem of getting students more physically active and will also reduce playground conflicts, since students will be taught methods of solving problems and it provide children with more game choices.   Adding the research based Peaceful Playgrounds program will change our current playground with limited choices into a colorful playground with 25 different games and activity choices.  Problem playground behavior stemming from playground conflicts, we believe, will be at a minimum once PP is in place.  We also think the Eat Smart Play Hard USDA curriculum will introduce children to the connection between eating and activity, teaching them to make thoughtful choices about both.

Project Grant Reason: 

We are a low income school with approximately _____% of our student body on free or reduced lunch.  Our community has an obesity rate of ________ % which exceeds the national average.  We are a staff that is committed to student well-being, and securing grants when we see a gap between student needs and district funding.  Lowes’ support of healthy environments for students seemed like a natural “fit” for our project goals.
(600 characters or less, including spacing and punctuation– this is approx 100 words) 

Project Volunteer Plan: 

Detailed description of your group’s volunteer plan (600 characters or less, including spacing and punctuation– this is approx 100 words). The 

answer to this question should address the two questions below. 

1. Who and how many people will you need as volunteers?  

We will recruit parent volunteers at a PTA Parent Night Event.  We have secured the PTA’s support for this project by organizing a paint day with parent and staff volunteers.  We will also put out a call for assistance in the school newsletter.  PTA will coordinate the volunteers and Paint Day Event and staff will paint the games on the playground.  We estimate that we will need approximately 20 volunteers and will issue an invitation to the local Lowes store employees to join us. 

Lowes Help

Lowes Help Description : Is there an opportunity for Lowe’s employees to help you with your Project? Click the checkbox for yes.  How can Lowe’s employees help you with your Project? Does your School already work with Lowe’s? (1300 characters or less, including spacing and punctuation– this is approx 250 words) 

We plan to approach our local Lowes Store and invite their employees to assist us on Paint Day when we add the playground games and markings.  We will be purchasing the paint and supplies for painting the playground from Lowes, so we will work with the paint department and so we can purchase the correct paint for painting on blacktop and a quality that will last.  Additionally, we will need the expertise of some of the Lowes employees to make recommendations about how to properly wash down or “prepare” the blacktop for painting.  We will turn to Lowes for this type of technical expertise and advice.  

In the past we have found our local Lowes store to be extremely helpful in _______________________________________________________________________. Both the school and PTA have turned to them for  _________________ in the past and as a result of our relationship we have accomplished ___________________________________.

Will Publicize: 

If selected, your group agrees to take advantage of a Grantee’s tool kit to publicize the Project and Lowe’s contributions. Click the checkbox for yes. 

Will Report: 

If selected your group agrees to submit follow-up reports regarding the fund usage and project results. Click the checkbox for yes.
Has School Approval

Click the checkbox if your School/Principal/District has approved your Project (pending funding) OR if approval is not required. 

