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Healthy Schools Campaign Recognizes Peaceful Playgrounds in Innovation Showcase

Chicago, March 29, 2010 – Healthy Schools Campaign (HSC) is pleased to recognize Peaceful Playgrounds in the 2009-2010 Innovation Showcase.

HSC conducted a nationwide search for new and innovative products and services that help create healthier school environments. The search focused specifically on two areas: the environmental impact of a school, and the way that a school supports healthy eating and physical activity for students. Companies from all corners of the marketplace were invited to share their unique inventions and innovations. 

"We're thrilled to recognize Peaceful Playgrounds for the true innovation that it brings to efforts to promote active play and collaboration at school," said Rochelle Davis, HSC founding executive director. "This project exemplifies innovation with simple solutions for challenges that schools face in providing physical activity."

Peaceful Playgrounds is a do-it-yourself kit that allows schools to transform their playground or schoolyard with colorful, active games. The kit helps teachers create play environments that reduce bullying and injuries while increasing physical activity. Peaceful Playgrounds is "an excellent innovative idea on a number of levels," said showcase judge Jay Snyder of the Association of School Business Officials International. "It makes recess more of a learning and creative experience for the students. It's safe for the students and the environment. And it's easy to clean, which is very important to the custodians, directors of facilities, and to the school and school districts in general."

Also recognized in the showcase were Activeion, a hand-held spray bottle that converts tap water into a cleaner and sanitizer, and Canteen Waterwerkz, a health-promoting and environmentally friendly vending system. 

The products spotlighted in the Innovation Showcase were selected by a judging panel with representatives of Healthy Schools Campaign, American School & University and the Association of School Business Officials International. The judges selected products based on the creativity of the innovation and the potential positive impact.

To learn more, visit www.healthyschoolscampaign.org/?innovation.

###

Healthy Schools Campaign, an independent not-for-profit organization, is a leading authority on healthy school environments and a voice for people who care about our environment, our children, and education. Our mission is to advocate for policies and practices that allow all students, teachers and staff to learn and work in a healthy school environment. Learn more or get involved at www.healthyschoolscampaign.org
